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For immediate release Contact: Greg Donley, ext 263 

March 17, 1997 Film info line: ext. 465 

CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART SHOWS FILMS BY GREAT 
FEMALE DIRECTORS FROM RUSSIA 

(Cleveland, Ohio) The film series Sisters: Films by Russian Women, running March 30 
through April 30 at the Cleveland Museum of Art, presents some of the finest movies made 
by Russian women during the past 30 years. Most are available in the U.S. for the first time. 
Says film program coordinator John Ewing, “Heaviest emphasis is placed on two filmmak- 
ers: Kira Muratova, who fought censorship and blacklisting in the sixties to emerge as 
Russia’s foremost contemporary woman director in recent years, and Larissa Shepitko, a 
major talent who died tragically in 1979 at the age of 40.” Each is represented by two films: 
Muratova with Brief Encounters (April 16), a long-shelved sixties classic, and The Asthenic 
Syndrome (April 9), a sharp recent masterwork; Shepitko with The Ascent (March 30 and 
April 2) and Wings (April 30), both dramas about WWII and its aftermath. A fifth program 
on April 23 contains a documentary on Shepitko made by her husband, Elem Klimov, as 
well as two animated films. Admission to each program is $5, $4 for cma members. The 
series was organized and is toured by International Film Circuit, Inc. 


Sunday, March 30, 3:30 and Wednesday, April 2, 7:30 The 
Ascent (USSR, 1976, b&w, subtitles, 35mm, 111 min.) 
Directed by Larissa Shepitko. This stunning WWII drama 
and religious allegory about two Russian partisans battling 
German soliders and the harsh Belorussian winter is one of 
the great “unknown” films (in America). It was the last 
movie by Shepitko, who died in a 1979 car crash at the age 
of 40, and won the grand prize at the Berlin Film Festival. 

Wednesday, April 9, 7:00 The Asthenic Syndrome (USSR, 
1989, color/b&w, subtitles, 35mm, 153 min.) Directed by 
Kira Muratova. Wide ranging, challenging, important film 
(“the only masterpiece of glasnost cinema” according to 
Russian critic Andrei Dementyev) about a schoolteacher 
who habitually falls asleep at moments of crisis. A scathing 
satire of contemporary Russia. “Awesome. . . Great ... A 
masterpiece.” -Jonathan Rosenbaum, Chicago Reader. 

Wednesday, April 16, 7:30 Brief Encounters (USSR, 1967/ 
86, b&w, subtitles, 35mm, 90 min.) Directed by Kira 
Muratova, with Muratova and Vladimir Vysotsky. Two 
women of differing backgrounds and demeanors love the 
same man in this drama that was shelved by Soviet censors 
for almost 20 years! Cleveland premiere. 


Wednesday, April 23, 7:30 Elixir (Russia, 1995, color, 
subtitles, 35mm, 50 min.) Directed by Irina Evteeva. 
Animated fairy tale (loosely based on tales of E.T.A. 
Hoffman) in which forces of good and evil battle for 
possession of a powerful talisman. Cleveland premiere. 
Preceded by another animated film, Alexandra Sviridova's 
One Doll's Story (USSR, 1985, 10 min.), and followed by 
Elem Klimov’s Larissa (USSR, 1980, 25 min.), a tribute to 
his late wife Larissa Shepitko, director of The Ascent (see 
March 30) and next week’s Wings. 

Wednesday, April 30, 7:30 (USSR, 1966, b&w, 
subtitles, 35mm, 90 min.) Directed by Larissa Shepitko. 
Controversial film about a woman fighter pilot who has 
trouble adjusting to post-WWII life; her rigidity, smugness, 
and authoritarian manner as a school mistress create a gulf 
between her and her troubled, rebellious students. Demon- 
strates how Stalinism permeated all aspects of Soviet life. “A 
milestone in the development of the Soviet cinema.” 

- Variety . 
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